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Saturday,” November 14. 16 
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a ee ses 


We having receiv'd fo many. Queftions about Tnftnt-Bapti{m, 
sha ’tis impoffible to.State “em all, Verbatim ; pez we'll 
do ali our Querifts Futlice, as nearoas fuch a fmail Pa- 
per will permic, by Stating the fumme of all (ut? Qaefti- 
‘ons as are of the {2me Nactre togerber, xwbich perbaps*may 


be fuily reaus 4. t0 theje following Ones : 
Queft. 1. 

tifth is the Proper and Natural Anti- 

typeof Circumeifion ? if this be prev'd, 
one great Piller.of Antipadobaptiim fais to the ground, 
and with i: the fuperftrudture from which all fuch Confequen- 
ces as bave been deduc’d by Antipedobaptifts, or Baptifts, mi/- 
call’d by the “Name of Anabaptiits. 

Anfw. Not knowing the Cujtoms of Nasions, Lingui{ms, 
( if we may fo fay’) or Expreffions only peculiar to fuch 
and fuch, Torgues, together wich the Ignorance Of the 
Radixes or Qyigina!l Significations-in Languages, are the 
great Obftacle of underftanding Truth, and by confe- 
quence, theunhappy Introduétions into many dangerous 
Herefies and’Schiims in the Chifch. Perhaps thelé may 
be the great’Canfe of Difputes upon this prefent Subject, 
not to mention a Spirit of Contention, Our politive An- 
iwer to the Qyeftion,isschat in many Cafes it will Bear the 
Affirmative: Which we fliallendeavour to prove from 
the following Confiderations, 

Firft, From the Cuffoms amoneft the Fews, in Profe- 
lyting the-Genriles into their Religion, fo.far indeed Cir- 
cumcifion was not properly a Type, bur rather a Con- 
tinuance of a Cuftom, that by Sr. Fon, our Saviour and 
his Apoftles, had added unto it-all.chat was neceflary to 


make it a full, aoe ae pertinent Type of Baptifm. 
That Baptifm was the Common Cuftom of  initiacis 
Profelytes amongft the fews by whole Families, whic 
ti af ys area as. we aoe, is - om 
own eprifts,(or Anabaprifts) that they ca y 
it: So that te the likelieft way for ‘em to find little 
oppoficion in the prattice of it ; for had St. Foba age 8 
tit, &c. undertook any New way of af ne on 


Hether'€ ax i¥ commonly Taug bt ) Bap- 


Fews into the Gofpel, they had nor only ft with 
the Oppofitions of a NewDoffrine, but alfo of a New 
Prattice, therefore ic was that this Cuftom_ was continn- 
ed, and had the fuperaddicion of the full force. of Bap- 
tifm, viz, 4 Confignation or Seal of the Covenant. And 
this is further ftvengehened by fevera] undenyable Texts 
in Scripture which Anabaptiffs chemfelves can never 

clear of, and ask em the Expofition, they mult either 
be filent, or give fuch.aParaphrafe as we do —-~ The 
Texts are theie: Firft. In whom alfo ye were Circwncifed 
with the Circumcifion made without bands, in puting off the 
Body of the fins of the Flefh, by the Circumctfion.of Cbrift, 
HAVING BEEN BURYED WITH HIM IN» BAP- 
TISM——- The next is-—~The Beminine the Afraelites in 
the Red Sea, y Cor. 10. 2 According to St. Cyprian, Ma- 
re autem illud, Bec. That the Red Sea was that Sacramenc 
of Baptifin the Apoftle declares, faying, 1 would not bave 
things are our Figures, 


mongft the ews of continuing their way of Prolelycing — 
the Heateni? which by ehe wey had no. need. t0\Be ex- 
Prefly fet down in what » what bf whe- 
ther Infants or gts the Cuftom o fe 


whe So 


were not a little impertinent, tell our Querift that fe- 
Veral Nations had and yet continue the Cuftom of Cir- 
cumcizing the Nimphz of their Females, both uporna Re- 
hgious and Civil Accounc ? Sortie will tell us that this Cu- 
ftom ( and "tis hot very improbable ) was derived from 
the Jews, it‘ being well known that the Dodrige ive 
Trinity which Plate taught, was learn'd from the Rabbi's, 


and alfo that feveral Nations have feveral fewi/h Cuffoms 


amongft ‘em, the Fews being difperfed through the 
whole World, and in fome places if very le 
Numbers. , , 

Queft, 2. Whar certain indubditable Gromuds tan we bave 
for the Prattite of Unfant-Baprifa ? 


Anfw. From the Scripture : And st from the Or- 
der of the Words in the Commiffion, wa OuTe wel Pre 
re ESvn, Difciple all Nations; and chen follows. Bas- 
TiCorres @ Sideexo>zes ; trom the Order of which Words, 
1. Infants are not Exclided from Baptifm, as is g y 
believ'd by Amabaptifts. 2. A Perfon may be Baptiz'd 
before hé be Taught For “aQnr{veer figni- 
hes to Difciple all Nations, perfonally and © fubje- 
Ctively, as we fhall thew prefently ; being’a general 
Mb 9 it contains in it the two others my follow, vig. 

amniCovres x, diddcxovres, Baptizing and Teaching, it 
being the - rative Mood, or “J other two only 
Participles : So chat the Commiffion of it is that, and 
the Mode of it rhefe: But in the Mode, tiging “em, 
precedes, Teaching ‘em to objerve, 8c. Secondly, nl 
dren are capable of Profelytijm, as may be obferv'd 
our Saviour's words, when he faid, Suffer little Children 

40 come unto me; the Original is inféy weds, which is 
the fame with reoenaS&9, to Profelyte, which alfo Con- 
firms the firft Expofition of the Order of the Commiffi- 
on before recited ——~ Befides, when we read of wbéle Fa- 


milies z'd, of the Covenant made to you and oe 
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t Beltéving 

Inftances of Children that have been fo Very Your 
fome Before they cou'd either goe EB son ho have 
had fach ftrange Exits intoanother World, we may with 
all the I tion imaginable explode chat ita- 
ble Pofition of Anabspifts, that fay, Children have nb 


more right t0 Bapti{m, &c. than Unreajonable Creatives. 1 
my felf have feen a Child about three Quarters Old, 
who when it was dyi fp’d- irs | er; 
lift ‘em up, look’d ap ic felt; and with an Air yay 
fatisfaction that was le for an antient Perfon, dy’d ; 
another that {mil’d-dying; but to fuch as will meee 
re eee ne e, Re 
ine ti{m, Samuel T, 
Printed for Fob Crook at the Sigs of che ship ia, 
S32 Of, 


Pauls Church-yard ; ‘tis in Page 154, 1 
would ‘isk Gach Perfolie whe deny’ th 
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Bat we might further prove this from the Univerfal 

Confent of the Churches in all Countreys ; for as 
TeHiillian de Prefcriptora Heret. Cc. 28. Ecquid veri fimi- 
le, 8c. Had the Churches Erred, they woud have Va- 
ried, Gc. But we tind it not only in the Churches of 
Europe, but allo that ‘tis the Uniform Practice trom the 
firit Plantation of Chriftian Churches, and of fuch Colo- 
nies of the fame Mother Church, as had Correlpon- 
deace by their Bifhops or Presbyters; and fuch as were 
of Origina) Plantations, or becwixerwhich Us more 
than prot able there was no Communication, by reaton 
of che vait diitance and want of Late: courte betwixt che 
Couatreys .where they lived, as the Abafia Church in 
the further Asbiopia, and the Indian Church in Conlan 
and Crangonar, and about -Muliapar, planted by Sc. Tho- 
mas, all which praétice Iniant-Baptilm: See Brerewood s 
Enquiries. Ss 

Next, Infant Baptifm is to be prov'd by Antiquity 5 we 
being able to demonftrate, That there mever was any 
particular Congregation till fome hundreds of Years alter 
Chrift, when all Churches us’d Infant Baptijm5 as may 
be fiificiently prov'd. in. the Firft, Second, Third, and 
fiicceeding Centuries: Which fhows thatthe word Ali, 
in Dilciphing 2/1 Nations, gid and does compr enend In- 

ants.—— Perhaps thefe Three. aft Arguments may 

ve more force in ‘em co conclude what they defign, 

than thé firft Thouebt will bear : We cou’d produce luch 

undoubted Authorities, inevery Age fioce Chrift, as wou'd 

‘ fatisfie any thinking Man, but our Paper is too 
fhoit. 

Queft. 3. Whether Infant Baptifm is to be found im Scrip- 
ture £ 

Anfw. Not exprefly in the Letter, but from neceflary 
and unavoidable Confequences, as we have already 
fhewn ; which is enough to all Dif-interefted Perfons : 
To fuch as.are Prejudic'd, we wou'd put this Queftion, 
Whether the Doctrine of the Trinity is to be found 1n the 
Scriptures? They'll make, the Inference that we have 
done about Infant Bapti{m ; nay and will think every one 
a Heretick that believes it not fufficient. 

Nor cou'd the Anabaptifts themfelves defend themfelves 
again{t the Quakers ; who, for the aforefaid Reafon, have 
laid afide all Ordinances Suppole the Quakers 
fhou'd ask us, Whether God made the World out ot Pre- 
exiftemt Matter, or no? Whether Jefus Chri was the 
Second Perfon in the Trinity ? Whether our Séviour was 
born of the Vyrgin Mary ?. How we can Maintain the 
Godhead of Chrift ? Nay, almoft, How we can Prove any 
of the Articles of our Chriftian Faith ? We thou'd be at 
a lofs to do it verbatim, but by neceflary Conte- 
quence it may be done. At this rate, no Language but 
Originals fignifie any thing in Doétrine, and Gigno, and 
tO Beget, aré two Sences, becaule two different Sounds 
and Letters.; but we think fuch Conclufions fo ridiculous, 
as to deferve the expence of no more time to con- 
fute “em. 

Queft. 4. Why was not Chrift Baptized before be was 
Thirty Tears old ? 

Anfw. From the fame Reafon that the Faylor, the Eu- 
much, and St, Peter's Converts, were not ; viz. There’s no 
adhering to a Doétrine before it is Inftituced ; or, which 


. o ap an Evident Note ot Diffinaiog 


from the afidels, and as we come to the Knewledee of 
ipiritual things by fenie, fo ‘tis an evidence of a greater Aflur 
of the” Favour of God towards *em, being vifibly introduc*d into the 


Covenant ot Grace. | 

Quelt. 8. Wherber Children bave Faith er no, fince Faith and pe 
pemtance ave pre-requifise to Baptifm ? a 

Anfw. We have already fbew‘d, that according to the Words 
of the Commiffion, Bapixing goes before Teaching, therctore there 
is nor foch a pre-tequiliteneis a5 ome dream ot, fee 48: 9. Ou, 
Saviour was 5orm King of the Jews. But admit Faith as pre-requitire 
to Baptilm, We coud Anfwer that Children have Faith potemrig 


thot not in aétx viftbili ; as an Actift, wheo he js.indifpos'd or alleen 
is potentially an Artift, tho* not actually ———. Bur our Saviour 
is fullito the purpote, Afsith. 18. 2,4, 5, Compared with ALap. 9. 
35. Who feever fball receive One fuch litte Child in my Nane. receiver 


me, bus whefrever foall offend enepf thefe little omes that BELIFVE 
IN ME, it were berter shar a,Miifione were Wang Mavour bis Neck 
and he caft into the midft of the Sea + If Gogbe pieaséd fo ir- 
radiate or fhine upon the Souls of Children wf Heaven, and they do 
behold the Face ot God, as onr Saviour fays, ten it tollows that 
they have Faith in Heaven, and why noton Berth ? To behold the 
Face of God is an Act of Faith, fee Heb,.11.27- But Jometinies we 
have vifible Effects of the Faith of Children, witnels thote tamous 
Inftances of fome little Children in New- England, related by Re- 
verend Mr. Eliot, in his Book entituled Tears of Repentatcé.” The 
Relations are thete : sofab : : 

This Spring, in the beginning of the year 1652. the Lord was 
fed to affit poe fie mi Indians with thar atte 9 
eafe of the Bloody-flux ; whereof gome with great serments im their 
bowels dyed ; among it which two little Chilaren “f the’ Age of two 
years and upward, under three when they dyed, and at thas time bmp 
in ome Honfe, being taken with that Difease : The firfrof thefe chil. 
dren im the extremiry of its torments, lay crying 10 God in thefe word, 
God and Jelus Chritt, God and Jelus Chrift, help me! aud when 
they gave it anything to cat, it would greedily take it, ( as is afeal 
at the apeee of Death ) but firft it would cry te God, Oh Got and 
Jelus Chritt, blefsit ! and then it would take w 5 and br this mag. 
ner it lay Calling upon Ged and Fefus Chrift watil it dyed... The Faq 
ther of the Child told me the Story, with great wonderment at the Grace 
of Ged, in teaching bis Child fo wo call upon God. The Name of the Fa. 
ther is Nifhohkov. 

Three or four dayes after, another Child in the fame bonse, fek of 
the fame Difeafe, was ( by a divine band doubilep) fenfible of the 
proach of Death, ( ax unufual thing at that Age ) and called to its Fa. 
ther, and faid, 1 ata going to God, feveral times repeating t, Lam 
going to God. The ( 43 aber Mothers ufe 10 do) nad made for 
the Child a listle Basket, 4 listle , and a litle Fray § the 


peel was pape to be ows, Berend f ayy if vy . 
will )t ore im the Extremity ments they fet 1 mgs 
it, dintlte divert the injnd and ebear the {pirtt ; but pha 1+ 


sakes the Basket and puts it away, and faid, 1 will leave my Basket 
behiadme, for I am to God, I will leave my Spoon and T; 
behind me, ( puting away ) for I am to God, and 
thefe kind of Expreffions the fame Night Puifbed ‘ts conrfe, and 
The Father of sbis Child is named Rubin Speen, in whofe Confe 

be maketh mention of this Child shat dyed in Faith. When be 
related this ftory to me, be faid he could not tek whetber the Ser. 
row for the Death of bis Child, or bis Foy for its Faith were the 

Treater. 

After all, We cou*d give Accounts of fuch Ring-leaders amengf 
Anabapifts, that when they have come to dye, have been parti 
larly caft down about their patronizing this Doctrine, as , 
Stock, Bocold, Balthafar, &c. and ‘tis Obfervabie that in thole Ages 
wherein Intant-Baptifm was oppofed, it was by fuch as were 
Erroneous in other things, but our bufine{sis not to Vex or 
niate Perfons, but to convince all gain-fayers of the Truch of shings, 
and hinder it poffible fome Perions from doing as much asia ‘em 
lyes to keep their own Children out ot the Covenant, ‘tis ag engom- 
mon Cruelty, if throughly confider‘d of, : 

We have juft now at the going of our Paper into the nae Yo 
ceiv'd another Letter from ( one as We believe ) a Teacher of the 
Anabaptifts, We have not room here to make farther Remarks, 
but if he pleales ro fend his Object Pea Rupes opr d 
thing, he thal] have ‘em Anivver‘d ; and We'll bev: in 
pia Wig utmoft itrength of vvhat he or any body can Offer 
againit us. 


PROPOSALS for Printing a Book, entituled, The Young Stu- 
dents Library, contai weExtratts and Abridgments of all the 
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